HUMAN RESPIRATORY SYSTEM
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1)  How long can an individual be without oxygen coming in from the respiratory system?

2) What two gases are the main concern of the respiratory system?

3) Why is it better for your lungs if you breathe through your nose rather than your mouth?  Be specific about what services your nasal cavity performs on incoming air.

4) What is the dual purpose of the pharynx?

5) How important is the human epiglottis?  Explain!

6) What is the function of the human larynx?  How would that function differ in birds? 

7) What is the function of the trachea?

8) What is the function of the bronchi and bronchioles?

9) The most important part of your lungs are the alveoli.  Why are they the most important thing in your lungs and the things we need to protect the most? 

10) Your lungs are essentially organs that contain the alveoli so you can breathe and have gas exchange.  Describe what muscles are involved with inhalation of air.

11) What causes exhalation?

12) How does you body monitor your blood to determine how fast to make you breathe?

13) Is it possible to hold your breath until you die?  Explain.

14) Describe how oxygen gets into your blood and how it is transported to body cells.

15) Describe how carbon dioxide gets into you blood and how it is tranported to be released by the alveoli into the lung air spaces.

16) What happens to the human respiratory system in each of the following disorders?

a. Asthma

b. Emphysema

c. Lung Cancer

Use the cadaver dissection website  (http://vhp.med.umich.edu/browsers/female.html) to find, copy the picture, and label the following structures:


Nasal cavity, pharynx, larynx, trachea, bronchi, lungs, and diaphragm

Note:   You will need to use a combination of dissection shots to accomplish this assignment.  Probably 2 dissection shots should get all requested structures if you do it correctly.
